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About This Newsletter 

The deadline to submit information for the 

September 2008 Issue of Catch the Spirit is 

August 25, 2008, 10 am.  You may put 

information in Secretaryõs mail slot or email 

Caroline directly at bpcoffice@btownpres.org.  

If sending an email with newsletter 

information, please put òNewsletteró in the 

subject line. 

We are always looking to update addresses 

and email addresses.  If your information has 

changed, please let us know. 

We look forward to 

hearing from you! 

  

       

August 7th 

Catch the Spirit 
Brownstown Presbyterian Church 

 

Dates to Remember: 

Freshman Orientation 

 Aug  4 

Communion 

 Aug 10 

Session 

 Aug 12, 6:30 pm 

Painting Dayñ

Elementary Classroom 

 Aug 16 

Pulpit Exchange 

 Aug 17 

As I write these words to you, I am thinking about my upcoming trip to 
Buckhorn, Kentucky.  By the time you read these words, our team will be in 
Appalachia.  For me, this is not quite the adventure others might expect.  To 
me this experience is more like a home-coming.  But in any event, it is mission.   
I invite you to share some reflections on the mission of the church.  Here is 
what the Book of Order says about mission:  ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ 
this mission even at the risk of losing its life, trusting in God alone as the 
author and giver of life, sharing the gospel and doing those deeds in the 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ  Mission is 
about more than taking a trip.  Mission is who we are, it is how we live.  Our 
manner of life is a demonstration of Jesus Christ in our lives.  This trip is a 
mission of sharing our gifts with others, it is about fellowship, worship and 
learning about what the Lord is doing in other places.  The Kingdom of God is 
beyond Brownstown, but also in Brownstown.  God is working in our world and 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ   

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ōŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
leading in mission beyond ourselves.  I also will remind you that mission is 
about more than giving away money.  Mission is not simply a financial 
transaction, but a sharing of ourselves and actively working in the world.  You 
are a missionary, a missionary of Jesus Christ.  You have been given gifts 
toward that end.  I encourage you to contemplate how your gifts might be used 
in mission ς in the church, our community and in the wider world.  The Book of 
Order also says, ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ 
reformation of the Church, that it might be a more effective instrument of 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ   

The Session will be looking at how we might be open to being more effective 
instruments of mission in the world.  This is a conversation we will be having 
beginning at the August meeting and into the fall months.  I invite you to pray 
for us and pray for the church as we discern our place where God has planted 
us to bear fruit for the Kingdom.  It is my desire that the Brownstown 
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
and in our world.  Each one of us can spend some time discerning how we can 
be missionaries and dedicate ourselves to this important task. 

I will be in prayer for the church as I am absent from you on August 3rd.  
[ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ 
return to you all soon. 

 In Christ,   
 Pastor Brad 
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